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The Rise of NGOs and 
Regional Activism in East Asia
• Greater number of NGOs in many East 

Asian countries

• Many new regional networks in many 
areas (human rights, environment, 
women’s issues, peace, trade)



Why the rise?
• Domestic factors

– Democratization, More Political Space
– Socio-economic Development, Rise of Middle 

Class, Post-Material Values

• International factors
– The International Promotion of Civil Society and 

NGOs
– International Opportunities: Funding, International 

Elite Support, International Conferences and 
Summits (Political Globalization)

– Other Globalization Processes: Economic, Internet



Types of Groups and Governance

• Protest and Advocacy Groups
– Agenda setting and identification of issues
– Good governance: transparency, accountability, 

representation
– Source of policy ideas and change
– Source of institutional and political change

• Project Implementation and Cooperation 
Promotion (Service NGOs)
– Service provision
– Promotion of regional projects and exchange
– Policy ideas and innovations



Asian Development Bank
• Protest

– Local protest against ADB-funded projects 
(Representation, Transparency, Accountability)

• Advocacy
– Institutional Change at the ADB (Transparency, 

Accountability, Representation, Institutional and 
Policy Change)

• Cooperation
– Partnerships with the ADB: NGOs as project 

implementers, cooperation in the Mekong Region 
and Sulu-Sulawesi Marine Ecoregion



Protest of ADB-Funded Projects
Time 
Period  

Project Location  Project  

Ear ly  1990s  P h ili pp ines  Mas in lo c  P o wer  P lan t 
M id -1990s  L ao s Na m  L euk  H y dr o p o we r Pr o jec t 
M id -1990s  Sarawak, Ma lay sia  Ba tan g  A i Rese tt lem en t Pr o gra m  
M id -1990s  L ao s Upper Mek o n g  Na v iga tio n Im pro v em en t Pr o jec t 
M id -1990s  L ao s T h eu n -H inb o u n  H y dr o p o we r Pr ojec t 
L ate  1990s  T h ail and  Sa m ut Praka n  W as tewa ter  T rea tm en t P lan t 
L ate  1990s  T h ail and  A gr icu lture  Sec tor  Pr og ra m  L o an  
L ate  1990s  In d on es ia  P ower  Sec tor  Rec on struc ting  
L ate  1990s  L ao s Na m  S o n g  Da m  P ro jec t 
Ear ly  2000s  Ca m b o d ia  P hn o m  Pe nh  Š H o  C h i M in C ity  R o ad   
Ear ly  2000s  Ca m b o d ia  Pr im ar y  R o ad  Res to ra tio n  
Ear ly  2000s  Ca m b o d ia  T o n le  Sap  E nv iro n m en ta l Ma n age m en t Pr o jec t 
Ear ly  2000s  C h in a  H ig hwa y  E x tensio n in  Yu nn an  
Ear ly  2000s  In d on es ia  C o mm un ity  E m p o wer m en t for  Rura l De v elo p m en t, S ou th 

K alim an tan  
Ear ly  2000s  In d on es ia  Ta n ggu h  L G N  F ac ili ty  
Ear ly  2000s  Mek o n g  Reg ion  P ov er ty  Reduc tio n an d  E nv iro n m en t Ma n age m en t in  Re m ot e 

W aters h eds  o f  th e  Grea ter  Mek o n g  Subreg io n  
Ear ly  2000s  Mek o n g  Reg ion  Grea ter  Mek o n g  Su b reg io n  (GMS)  P ro gra m  
Ear ly  2000s  Mek o n g  Reg ion  Mek o n g  P o wer  Gr id  
Ear ly  2000s  M yan m ar  Da m s in  Bur m a 
Ear ly  2000s  Papua New Gu in ea  O il  Pa lm  P lan ta tio n s 
Ear ly  2000s  P h ili pp ines  C o rd ill era  H igh lan d  A g ricu ltura l Res o urce  Ma n age m en t Pr o jec t 
Ear ly  2000s  P h ili pp ines  Ma yn il ad  W ater  Pr o jec t 
Ear ly  2000s  P h ili pp ines  P ower  Sec tor  Res truc tur ing  Pr og ra m  
Ear ly  2000s  P h ili pp ines  Gra in s Sec to r  De v elo p m en t P ro jec t 
Ear ly  2000s  Reg io n al T h ail and -Bur m a Gas  P ipe li n e  Pr o jec t 
Ear ly  2000s  T h ail and  Mae M o h an d  Ma  Ta  P h u t C o al P o wer  P lan ts 
 



The ADB and NGO Advocacy

• NGO Forum on the ADB
– Network that includes 300 groups and 

members in more than 30 countries
• Areas of Reform and Change

– Environment policy, information disclosure, 
water policy, indigenous people and 
resettlement policies, accountability 
mechanisms,etc.

• ADB Annual Meetings



The ADB and NGO 
Collaboration

• Rising participation of NGOs in ADB-funded 
projects and technical assistance grants
– 1980s less than 10%, from 1998 more than 50% 

(2006: 79%)
• Cooperation Agreement with World Wildlife 

Fund (WWF)
– Mekong Biodiversity Conservation Corridor
– Sustainable Fisheries in the Sulu Sulawesi Seas



Figure 1. ADB Loans with NGO Participation, 1990-2006, as % of 
total loans
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Sulu-Sulawesi Marine 
Ecoregion Priority 

Conservation Areas
Red: Outstanding in the Indo- 
Pacific

Orange:Outstanding in 
ecoregion

Green: Outstanding in sub- 
region

Blue Circles:large priority area

Yellow: Corridor
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