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Disturbing Difference: Translation, Naturalization, and the Global Publication of Japanese Fiction

Stephen Snyder, Associate Professor and Chair, Department of Japanese Studies, Middelbury

College

January 25, 2008

Center for Japanese Studies
This paper examines the intersection of theoretical, aesthetic and commercial interests in
processes affecting the translation of contemporary Japanese literature. Translation is
considered as a multi-stage practice influenced by various agents, involving issues of text
selection, the translator's theoretical stance and working strategies, editing principles, and
marketing tactics. An examination of naturalizing translation strategies designed to erase
cultural difference and radical, often transformative, editing practices and marketing strategies
highlight commodification processes in American and European markets.

Umberto Eco has argued that translation is best viewed as an act of negotiation between cultural
spheres, but Lawrence Venuti reminds us that it is also a cultural practice that is "deeply
implicated in relations of domination and dependence, equally capable of maintaining and
disrupting them." The translation of contemporary Japanese fiction plays a central role in the
negotiation of the unequal cultural relationship between Japan and the West. An examination of
the forces at work in shaping the translated canon can serve to illuminate the contours of that
relationship.
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Center for Japanese Studies
Program
11:00 — Opening Remarks: Professor Duncan Williams, CJS Chair
11:10-11:30 — "Beyond American Exceptionalism in the Study of Welfare States: The Case of
Japan" — Kenzo Yoshida, C]S visiting scholar, Matsuyama University, Economics
11:30-11:50 — "An Ethics of Self-Consciousness: Mori Ogai's Stereoscopic Vision" —
Christopher Weinberger, Graduate Student, UCB, EALC
11:50-12:10 — "Japan's Falling Savings Rate" — Yoshiaki Azuma, C]S visiting scholar, Doshisha
University, Economics
12:20-12:40 — "Social Indexation in Japanese Sign Language" — Johnny George, Graduate
Student, UCB, Linguistics
12:40-1:00 — "Development of Immigrant NGOs in Japan and Korea: Convergence and
Divergence" — Keiko Yamanaka, Lecturer, UCB, Ethnic Studies
1:00-2:00 — Buffet Lunch

Bodies, Names, and the Confusion of Tragedies: Memorializing the Tokyo Air Raids

Cary Karacas, Department of Geography, UC Berkeley

February 7,2008

Center for Japanese Studies
Between November 1944 and August 1945, Tokyo was subjected to dozens of air raids that
killed well over one hundred thousand civilians, caused millions to flee the metropolis, and left
over half of the city in ruins. In stark contrast to the monuments, memorials, and museums that
speak of the wartime catastrophic events that occurred in other places in Japan, the public
structuring of Tokyo air raid memories has taken place on a decidedly smaller scale. In this
presentation, I will examine central events and conflicts between citizen's groups, intellectuals,



and the Tokyo Metropolitan Government that have shaped forms of remembrance of the air
raids and those killed in them.

Are We There Yet?: Prospects for Two-Party Politics in Japan

Robert Weiner, Political Science, the Naval Postgraduate School, Monterey

February 8, 2008

Center for Japanese Studies
Many feel it's only a matter of time before a robust two-party system establishes itself in Japan.
Last summer seemed to provide a big, clear push in that direction: the long-ruling LDP lost both
its majority and its largest-party status in the Upper House. The Democratic Party of Japan (DP]),
along with a few smaller opposition parties, now controls that chamber, and has become the
strongest parliamentary opposition the LDP has ever faced. The DP]J's obstructive power has
deposed one LDP prime minister, continues to undercut the LDP's policy-making monopoly, and
threatens the LDP's hold on the more powerful Lower House.

But we might recall something Chalmers Johnson once said: "I'm reluctant to be drawn in once
again to the trap of Japanese politics — that is, to pretend that something significant has
happened." Will the DP] be able to exploit its momentum and bring about a genuine two-party
system any time soon? Or will ideological disunity, poor electoral organization, its mercurial
leader Ozawa Ichiro, and the allure of cooperation with the LDP frustrate yet another challenge
to one-party dominance?

Robert Weiner is an assistant professor of political science at the Naval Postgraduate School
(Monterey, CA). His research and teaching focus on Japanese and East Asian politics, political
parties and elections, democratic institutions, and research methods. He earned his Ph.D. in
political science at the University of California at Berkeley, and was an assistant professor in the
Government Department of Cornell University for three years before joining NPS in 2007.

Continuity and Change in Japanese Party Politics: Pursuing the Advantage of a Median Party in

Policy Competition

Junko Kato, Law and Politics, Tokyo University

February 12, 2008

Center for Japanese Studies, Political Science
The Japanese political change since 1993 has accompanied a sequence of breakups, mergers,
extinctions, and formations of parties that is rare among stable democracies. Many observers
attribute this inexplicable change to the centrality of personal bond among politicians that often
goes hand in hand with less emphasis on policies in the Japanese party politics. Tackling this
problem head on, the author argues that the increasing advantage of the middle-of-road position
in party competition explains both the decline of one-party-dominance of the Liberal
Democratic Party (LDP) as well as the survival of the Democratic Party of Japan (DPJ]) as a viable
contender for office with the LDP. The analysis of changing party positions in policy space
underpins the argument.

A Japanese Immigrant Origin of Japanese Studies in the Western United States

Eiichiro Azuma, History, University of Pennsylvania

February 22,2008

Center for Japanese Studies
The Cold-War origin of Japanese studies has attracted a keen attention since the 1970s.
Vietnam-War generations of liberal scholars have often criticized Edwin Reischauer of Harvard
University, and the "modernization theory" that he and his disciples allegedly systematized in
the field. The Reischauer school is said to have set a imperialist nature of Japanese studies that
has primarily served diplomatic interests of the United States in Cold War Asia. Though some



critics rescued scholars like E. H. Norman from historical oblivion as a counter hero to discredit
the Reischauer school, no scholar has considered a significant pre-World-War-II origin of
Japanese studies that is traced all the way back to the 1910s. Azuma talk will discuss a critical
nexus between Japanese immigrant experience and prewar Japanese studies in the United States,
with consideration of the different kind of political interests and agendas that had already
characterized the nascent stage of the field.

Is There Still Buddhism Outside Japan?: Some Thirteenth-Century Perspectives
Jacqueline Stone, Japanese Religion, Princeton University

February 28, 2008

Center for Buddhist Studies, Center for Japanese Studies

Buddhist thinkers in premodern Japan were keenly aware of Japan's location at the extreme
eastern edge of the Buddhist world. Contrasting rhetorics alternately maintained that Japan
occupied a soteriologically disadvantaged status as a marginal country in a degenerate age, far
from the time and place of the historical Buddha, or that, despite its peripheral position, Japan
enjoyed a strong, even privileged connection to the dharma. Historians have long been
interested in early medieval representations of Japan for what light they may shed on the
beginnings of national consciousness. In their own time, however, such representations formed
part of a standard framework for Buddhist discourse and were deployed to advance competing
definitions of normative Budddhist practice. This paper will examine how some early medieval
figures, notably Eisai (1141-1214) and Nichiren (1222-1282), deliberately juxtaposed the two
contrasting rhetorics about Japan to promote their own visions of what Buddhism should be.

Jacqueline Stone received her Ph.D. in East Asian Languages and Cultures from the University of
California, Los Angeles. Currently she is professor of Japanese Religions in the Religion
Department at Princeton University and co-director of Princeton's Buddhist Studies Workshop.
She is the author of Original Enlightenment and the Transformation of Medieval Japanese
Buddhism (1999) and, with Bryan ]. Cuevas, co-editor of The Buddhist Dead: Practices, Discourses,
Representations (2007). Her research interests include Buddhist intellectual history; medieval
Japanese Buddhism; traditions based on the Lotus Sutra, including Tendai and Nichiren;
Buddhist approaches to death and dying; and transformations of Buddhism in modern Japan.

Far-reaching Environmentally Friendly Motor Vehicle Technologies: Eying 2020 and Beyond
Yosuhiro Daisho, Mechanical Engineering, Waseda University, Japan

February 28, 2008

Center for Japanese Studies, CITRIS Program, Consul General of Japan, SF

In order to reduce oil consumption and mitigate global warming, vehicle fuel economy
standards will become more stringent in the long term with exhaust emission regulations
becoming stricter from 2010 to 2015. With the increase in regulation, advanced technologies
will be adopted to meet these needs. Although hybrid, fuel cell, and electric vehicles are
expected to begin replacing conventional gasoline and diesel vehicles, the relative ease in
adoption of bioethanol, biodiesel, and biomass-to-liquid (BTL) technologies suggests that
gasoline and diesel-type vehicles will remain the dominant technology for two or three more
decades.

In his talk, Professor Daisho will describe environmental and energy-related motor vehicle
technologies that are being investigated in Japan, the USA and the EU. A sample of technologies
covered include pre-mixed charged compression ignition (PCCI) combustion systems, exhaust
gas recirculation systems, urea-selective catalytic reduction (SCR) and NOx storage reduction
catalyst systems (NSR), variable intake, transmission improvements, and engine downsizing. He
will also briefly introduce advanced hybrid and electric vehicle technologies achieving higher
efficiency and lower CO emission than the conventional vehicles.



Red, White, and Bruised: Japanese Disabled Veterans of the Second World War

Lee Pennington, East Asian History, US Naval Academy in Annapolis

February 29, 2008

Center for Japanese Studies
From 1931 to 1945, ensuring the well-being of disabled veterans became a major issue on the
wartime Japanese home front. Bloodied by combat, Japan's disabled veterans were heroically
cast as "heroes in white," a term derived from the white hospital gowns that they habitually
wore in public. But, after 1945, these living casualties of war had to endure not only the trauma
of battle and the unease of newly-acquired disabilities but also military occupation by the very-
same foe that battered their bodies and shattered their lives. In what ways did total war and
total defeat shape the Japanese disabled veteran of the Second World War?

Yoshida Shoin's Encounter with Commodore Perry: A Review of Cultural Interaction in the Days

of Japan's Opening

Tao Demin, Chinese Literature, Kansai University

March 4, 2008

Center for Japanese Studies, Institute of East Asian Studies
Yoshida Shoin's (1830-59) attempt to escape from Japan with Commodore Perry's "black ship"
in 1854 has been a subject of both scholarly and popular attention for more than a century. By
examining the text of the "original” letters kept at Yale and analyzing the dilemmas of both the
addressor and the addressee, however, [ have tried to rediscover its meaning in the context of
Japanese dawning relations with the United States and other western nations.
[ see no foundation for the assertion that Shoin was a terrorist trying to kill Perry. To the
contrary, [ have confirmed that he was a trained military strategist with lofty goals for himself
and his country, and have argued that both his motives for going to American to study the
advanced military technology, and his actions in attempting to do so, symbolized a new
direction in Japan's Western learning. In this, Shoin had recognized the importance of learning
about—and from—the English-speaking world fully five years before Fukuzawa Yukichi began
to advocate shifting from "Dutch learning" to Anglo-American learning. At the same time, I noted
that the unusual difficulties that Perry had experienced in choosing between the American
national interest, and his concern for the human rights issues he recognized in dealing with
Shoin's request for passage abroad—the fact that Shoin would be handled as a criminal.
Japanese scholarship has not, to date, seen the encounter between Shoin and Perry in terms of
human rights, largely because Shoin was regarded a national hero making extraordinary
contributions to the Meiji Restoration, and his role as mentor of such leading Choshu politicians
as Ito Hirobumi and Yamagata Aritomo. Therefore, his attempt to stow away has been
considered as motivated solely for the national cause, without interrogating his personal
motivations, as I have done here. By "reducing” a hero to an average person and simply looking
on Shoin as an ordinary stowaway, however, it has become possible to read the complexities of
this historic event and the dilemmas on the both sides.

Who Cares About the Environment in Japan?

Paul Waley, School of Geography, University of Leeds

March 7,2008

Center for Japanese Studies, History
Rivers have become an important focus of environmental activity in contemporary Japan. In
particular, they have become a rallying point for a large but disparate group of civil society
organizations. Faced with a continuing reliance on construction in concrete on the part of many
state officials and the construction industry, these groups have been fighting to win acceptance
for a more eco-friendly approach to river re-landscaping. In his talk, the author uses these
groups as a prism for a discussion about the nature of civil society in Japan and in particular its



relation to the state. He refines simplistic interpretations that see civil society as being led or
coopted by the state on the one hand or locked into an antagonistic relationship on the other.
Instead he advances the idea of a "soft elite" of government officials, academics and other
professionals working in the field of landscape and the environment who use their ambivalent
position on the borders of civil society and both in and outside the state to campaign for and
establish a consensus around a benign view of nature and the environment. He concludes this
talk by transferring the concept of a soft elite to the related sphere of town planning and
community development to examine the extent to which it may be applicable in these similar
contexts.

Adjusting to Globalization: Moving Forward with the Toyota Way

Yoshio Ishizaka, Advisor, former Vice-President, Toyota Corporation

March 12,2008

Center for Japanese Studies, Yomiuri Shimbun, Haas School of Business
Yoshio Ishizaka joined Toyota in 1964 upon earning a degree in law from Tokyo's Hitotsubashi
University. His career has centered on overseas business, and he has served two, extended stints
at Toyota's operations outside Japan: six years in Australia in the late 1970s and four years in
the United States in the late 1980s. Mr. Ishizaka served as senior vice president and chief
coordinating officer of Toyota Motor Sales, U.S.A., Inc. from 1986 to 1990, while helping to
develop the special project that became the Lexus Division.

Mr. Ishizaka then became general manager of the Europe division at Toyota in 1990. In that
position, he supervised accelerating efforts to build an integrated, local organization in Europe
to support expanded manufacturing, marketing and product development there. Named to
Toyota's Board of Directors in 1992, Mr. Ishizaka returned to the U.S. sales arm to serve as
president from 1996 to 1999. He returned to Japan in 1999, whereupon he was promoted to
senior managing director in charge of overseas operations. In 2001, he became an executive vice
president in charge of Toyota's overall overseas operations. In 2005, he became senior advisor
to the board. In April of that same year, Mr. Ishizaka became the co-chair of the Trade and
Investment Liberalization and Facilitation Working Group of the APEC Business Advisory
Council (ABAC).

In this talk, Mr. Ishizaka will introduce Toyota's progress overview, current status, and the
Toyota's way and discuss the secrets of Toyota's success and its future challenges.

Passing on History: The Problems for Youth in Hiroshima

Steve Leeper, Director, Hiroshima Peace & Culture Foundation

March 19, 2008

Center for Japanese Studies, Yomiuri Shimbun
Steven Lloyd Leeper (age: 60) has been a management consultant and peace activist in
Hiroshima since 1984. He is the only non-Japanese to serve on the Board of Directors of two
Hiroshima corporations and the only non-Japanese to represent Hiroshima peace activists in the
Asahi Shimbun-Hiroshima City Peace Symposium. After working six years for Mayors for Peace,
an NGO based in Hiroshima and funded primarily by Hiroshima and Nagasaki, in April 2007 he
became the first non-Japanese chairman of the Hiroshima Peace Culture Foundation. The
Foundation, with 110 employees and a budget of approximately $12 million, is the official peace
and international relations arm of the city of Hiroshima, managing the Peace Memorial Museum,
the National Memorial Hall, and the International Conference Center.

The Ancient Jomon and the Pacific Rim
March 20-22, 2008
Center for Japanese Studies, Institute of East Asian Studies, Department of Anthropology,



Archaeological Research Facility, Japan Society for the Promotion of Science, Henry Luce

Foundation
"Jomon" is the name of a prehistoric culture and period on the Japanese archipelago. Dating
from about 16,000 to 2500 years ago, the Jomon culture is known for its artistic pottery, large
settlements and complex ritual sites such as stone circles. Unlike most prehistoric pottery-using
peoples in other parts of the world, the people of the Jomon period are thought to have been
hunter-gatherer-fishers. It is also known that characteristics of the Jomon culture changed
significantly through time, and between regions. By examining such temporal and regional
variability, Jomon archaeology can contribute to understanding the Japanese past and the
mechanisms of long-term culture change in human history.

Scholars who work on other archaeological cultures along the Pacific Rim, such as California,
have pointed out the importance of comparative studies. Similarities between Jomon and Native
American cultures include a heavy reliance on marine food and various nuts, including acorns.
Recent developments in new scientific techniques, such as AMS radiocarbon dating, and
bioarchaeological studies, have further stimulated academic interaction between Japanese and
North American archaeologists.

The goals of this symposium are thus twofold: (1) to compare the Jomon with other
archaeological cultures along the Pacific Rim, and (2) to exchange new information on theory
and method of hunter-gatherer archaeology, environmental archaeology and archaeological
science. By doing so, we hope to demonstrate that Jomon archaeology is an exciting and
emerging regional field.

This symposium is part of our institutional project "Understanding Lifeways and Biocultural
Diversity in Prehistoric Japan" supported by the Luce Initiative on East and Southeast Asian
Archaeology and Early History. See http://ieas.berkeley.edu/events/2008.03.20w.html for a full
conference agenda.

The 2008 US Presidential Election and Japan

Glen Fukushima, Director and CEO, Airbus Japan KK

March 21,2008

Center for Japanese Studies, Haas School of Business, Political Science

Origin of the Shingon Patriarchal Portraiture: Or, Disjunction between History and Theory

Rytiichi Abé, Japanese Religions, Harvard University

April 17,2008

Center for Buddhist Studies, Center for Japanese Studies
This talk examines, first, the social and historical condition in which Kiikai produced the
portraits of Nagarjuna and Nagabodhi in the twelfth year of the Kénin era (821), and, secondly,
the validity of the theory of Shingon's Dharma transmission, the nondual transmission of the
Matrix and Diamond Mandalas, which is said to be grounded in these paintings and Kiikai's
narratives attached to each of these works. Although a few art historians have studied these
portraits, there is not yet a thorough investigation on Kiikai's motive to commission the
production of these paintings at this particular stage in his career. Professor Abé will focus his
analysis in the relationship, on one hand, between these two portraits produced under Kiikai's
supervision and the five patriarchal portraits Kiikai brought back from China, and, on the other,
between the biographical narrative texts Kiikai prepared to be attached to the seven portraits.
The concluding part of the talk considers Kiikai's production of the portraiture in relationship to
his swiftly increasing visibility and public responsibility in the early Heian priestly and
aristocratic circles.


http://ieas.berkeley.edu/research/luce.html
http://ieas.berkeley.edu/research/luce.html
http://ieas.berkeley.edu/events/2008.03.20w.html

Rytichi Abé is the Reischauer Institute Professor of Japanese Religions at Harvard University.
Until May 2005, he was Professor of Japanese religions and Buddhism of East Asia at Columbia
University, where he received the Philip and Ruth Hettleman Award for distinguished teaching.
Professor Abé, through his teaching and books, has made an important contribution to the
Western understanding of Japanese Buddhism. His book on Kiikai underscores Kiikai's impact
on 9th century Japanese society. At a time when Confucian discourse dominated Japan, Kiikai
developed a "voice" for Buddhism. He has also written about Ryokan, and Saiché. His
publications include The Weaving of Mantra: Kiikai and the Construction of Esoteric Buddhist
Discourse (1999), Great Fool: Zen Master Ryokan: Poems, Letters, and Other Writings (1996, with
Peter Haskel), and Saicho and Kiikai: A Conflict of Interpretations (1995).

Buddhism and Technology: Attitudes, Philosophy, and Practices

Marcus Bingenheimer, Dharma Drum Buddhist College, Taiwan

April 22,2008

Center for Buddhist Studies, Center for Japanese Studies
Information technology slowly changes the ways of research and teaching in the Humanities. As
new forms of scholarly publication and evaluation emerge, scholars in the Humanities are
challenged to rethink the role of technology for their field. Taking cues from the philosophy of
technology in the Western tradition, especially that of Martin Heidegger, this talk will probe the
possibilities of a dialog between Buddhism and technology. The presentation will make the case
for a critical and reflective attitude towards the use of technology and the chance for Buddhist
Studies as academic discipline to play a mediating role in the emerging dialog.

Marcus Bingenheimer's research interest lies mainly in the history of Buddhism and Buddhist
historiography. Beyond that he is engaged in the task of editing and supervising the production
of digital Buddhist texts and Buddhist study tools. Dr. Bingenheimer has published on Japanese
and Chinese monks of the 7th and 8th century, the Chinese Buddhist historiographer Yinshun
(1906-2005) and contemporary Buddhist whole-body relics in Taiwan. He has contributed an
entry to the DDB on Yinshun.

Subtitling Can be Disturbing: Memories of Agano and Abusive Translation

Abe Markus Nornes, Screen Arts & Culture/Asian Languages & Cultures, Unviersity of Michigan

May 2, 2008

Center for Japanese Studies, East Asian Languages and Cultures, Film Studies, Berkeley Film

Seminar
In 1992, director Sato Makoto released Living on the River Agano, a documentary closely
examined the impact of Minamata Disease on a rural community in the mountains of Niigata. It
was the result of several years spent living with the old farmers in the area. Ten years later, Sato
and his cameraman returned to Niigata to renew their friendships with the farmers — at least
those that had survived in the intervening years, and on this occasion, they made another
film Memories of Agano (2004). These two films posed a range of challenges to the subtitler,
beginning with the remarkably thick dialect of Niigata. Sato wanted his sequel to steadfastly
resist the reduction of these people to the Disease, deciding that his goals could be best served
by forcing spectators to listen to how people spoke rather than simply what they were saying.
This posed a novel challenge to the English subtitler. Nornes used Memories of Agano as an
opportunity to bring his theorization of an "abusive subtitling" into thorough practice. After
screening his version of Memories of Agano, Nornes will discuss his collaboration with Sato. Abé
Markus Nornes is the author of Cinema Babel (Minnesota UP), a theoretical and historical look at
the role of translation in film history. He also wrote Forest of Pressure: Ogawa Shinsuke and
Postwar Japanese Documentary and Japanese Documentary Film: From the Meiji Era to
Hiroshima (both Minnesota UP). He co-edited Japan-American Film Wars (Routledge), In Praise
of Film Studies (Kinema Club), and many film festival retrospective catalogs. He is on the



editorial boards of Documentary Box (Japan), International Studies in
Documentary, and Mechadamia and has been co-owner of the internet newsgroup KineJapan
since its inception.

Critique, Responsibility, and Performative Rights

Judith Butler, Rhetoric/Comparative Literature, University of California at Berkeley

May 12,2008

Center for Japanese Studies
Judith Butler is Maxine Elliot Professor in the Departments of Rhetoric and Comparative
Literature at the University of California, Berkeley.

Professor Butler received her Ph.D. in Philosophy from Yale University in 1984, and is the
author of numerous works that include Gender Trouble: Feminism and the Subversion of
Identity (Routledge, 1990), Excitable Speech: A Politics of the Performative (Routledge,

1997), Antigone's Claim: Kinship Between Life and Death(Columbia University Press, 2000),
and Hegemony, Contingency, Universality: Contemporary Dialogues on the Left, (with Ernesto
Laclau and Slavoj Zizek, Verso Press, 2000). In 2004, she published a collection of writings on
war's impact on language and thought entitled Precarious Life: Powers of Violence and
Mourningwith Verso Press. That same year, The Judith Butler Reader appeared (edited by Sara
Salih, Blackwell Publishers). Among Professor Butler's most recent books is Who Sings the
Nation-State?: Language, Politics, Belonging (co-authored with Gayatri Chakravorty Spivak,
Seagull Books, 2007). She continues to write on cultural and literary theory, philosophy,
psychoanalysis, feminism, and sexual politics.

Judith Butler's translated works in Japanese [ =>4 —+« F T 7/ — T2 I =X L LT A
T T 4T 4 OREL] PIRTFIT 5R(F 4L, 1999 4F) Gender Trouble: Feminism and the
Subversion of Identity, (Routledge, 1990)

[tFEd 2558 — S5f - - I720] CEHEIE, 2004 42) 77AF1F-3R Excitable Speech: A
Politics of the Performative, (Routledge, 1997)

727 ¢ FxR—0E5k — MVE S 2BURBEGRS IAFnriR (5 L4, 2002
) Antigone's Claim: Kinship between Life & Death, (Columbia University Press, 2000)

TEFENE « ~TF=— « Tt — B LU HiBan~oxfEE] rArfnr « #iughs iR F+
ft:, 2002 #-)Contingency, Hegemony, Universality: Contemporary Dialogues on the Left, with
Ernesto Laclau and Slavoj Zizek, (Verso, 2000.)

[EDHRLd & — K& FENOBHRY: ] ARE W R (LA, 2007 48) Precarious Life: the
Powers of Mourning and Violence, (Verso, 2004)

The Maruyama Lectures are named in honor of the late Maruyama Masao (1914-96), historian
of East Asian political thought and one of the most influential political thinkers in twentieth-
century Japan. The series brings to the university important scholars and thinkers who will offer
reflections on the problem of political engagement and responsibility in modern times, which
was the central and overriding concern in Maruyama's work.

This series is supported by a grant from the Konishi Foundation for International Exchange,
Tokyo

Critique, Responsibility, and Performative Rights


http://ja.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E7%AB%B9%E6%9D%91%E5%92%8C%E5%AD%90
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Judith Butler, Maxine Elliot Professor of Rhetoric and Comparative Literature, UC Berkeley
May 13,2008

Center for Japanese Studies

Reservation required. Contact: 510-642-3156 or cjs@berkeley.edu.

Cal Japan Day
May 17,2008
Center for Japanese Studies
Celebrate the 50th Anniversary of the Center for Japanese Studies at UC Berkeley!

UC Berkeley's Center for Japanese Studies (C]S) is one of the oldest Japanese Studies centers in
the United States, with internationally recognized strengths in Japanese history, literature,
political science, religion, anthropology, and art history. CJS has hosted numerous historic
conferences and visiting scholars from Japan and other countries, funded our best-in-the-nation
Japanese collection in the C.V. Starr East Asian Library, distributed research grants to hundreds
of graduate students and faculty, and sponsored a wide range of events to introduce Japan to
Berkeley and the larger community in the San Francisco Bay Area.

To celebrate our 50th anniversary, we are inviting Cal alumni and others with an interest in
Japan back to campus for Cal Japan Day. This will officially launch a year of 50th anniversary
celebrations with exciting events such as a reading by the novelist, Murakami Haruki, coming up
in the Fall.

See http://ieas.berkeley.edu/events/2008.05.17.html for more information about these events.

Rakugo: Japanese Sit-down Comedy in English

Kaishi Katsura, Ambassador, Ministry of Culture, Japan

May 17,2008

Center for Japanese Studies
What is Rakugo? Rakugo can be best described as Japanese sit-down comic story telling, with a
history of about 400 years. The performer sits on a small cushion in front of the audience and
acts out stories consisting of conversations among several characters.

Dressed in traditional formal Japanese clothes (Kimono) and usually equipped with a paper fan
(Sensu) and hand towel (Tenugui). The performer uses these items to help act out the story.
There are about 300 popular classic Rakugo today, and after a few hundred years, people still
find new laughter in them.

Traditional Rakugo comedian and current cultural ambassador for Japan, Kaishi Katsura
performs an entire cast of traditional Japanese characters from the comfort of his cushion. With
only the help of his fan, Katsura enacts the voices, faces, and activities of a range of people such
as geisha, samurai, merchants, and ninja. He will perform some traditional pieces as well as his
own original stories. Enjoy this unique art with Kaishi Katsura, one of the world's top
performers of English Rakugo.

Kaishi Katsura started his career as a professional Rakugo performer in 1994 and started
presenting Rakugo in English in 1997. He has given more than 200 performances in 12 different
countries. In 2007, Katsura was appointed by the Japanese Ministry of Culture as its cultural
exchange ambassador. He will be on a nationwide tour of English Rakugo in the United States
from April to September 2008. Do not miss this unique opportunity.

$15 — General Public; $10 — Student


http://ieas.berkeley.edu/events/2008.05.17w.html

Goddesses: Prints by Mayumi Oda

June 1 - September 15, 2008

Center for Buddhist Studies, Center for Japanese Studies, Institute of East Asian Studies
Shaped by training in traditional Japanese arts and informed by contemporary concerns, Oda's
"Goddesses" interprets the Buddhist pantheon with a feminine flair. Environmentally aware and
encompassing in her religious vision, Oda's vibrant compositions bring to life an array of icons
from household gods to Buddhism's supreme dieties.

Mayumi Oda's Artist's Talk will be held on Friday, September 12, 2008 at 5:30 pm.

Culture and Health in Nineteenth Century Japan

June 1 - August 29, 2008

Center for Japanese Studies, Institute of East Asian Studies, ORIAS (Office of Resources for

International and Area Studies)
Disease, medicine, and health through the lens of artistic production illuminate cultural
attitudes and beliefs current in nineteenth century Japan. Selected digital reproductions of
woodblock prints in the collection of the University of California, San Francisco Library offer
lively, imaginative, and revealing views of an era when Japan was not only coping with
traditional scourges, but grappling with new attitudes and approaches to medicine as Japan
opened its doors to the West. The full collection can be viewed online here. This exhibit is
presented in conjunction with the ORIAS summer teachers' workshop "Pestilence and Public
Health."

Japan's Multicultural Multiethnic Future: Problems and Solutions for the 21st Century

Arudou Debito, Hokkaido Information University

August 27,2008

Center for Japanese Studies
Arudou was born David Christopher Aldwinckle in California. He attended Cornell University,
first visiting Japan as a tourist. Following this experience, he dedicated his senior year as an
undergraduate to studying Japanese, graduating in 1987. Aldwinckle then joined a small
Japanese trading company in Sapporo. It was this experience, he recounts, that started him the
path of the controversial activist that he would later become. In 1993 he joined the faculty of
Business Administration and Information Science at the Hokkaido Information University, a
private university in Ebetsu, Hokkaido. As of 2007 he is an associate professor.

Aldwinckle became a permanent resident of Japan in 1996. He obtained Japanese citizenship in
2000, whereupon he changed his name to Debito Arudou (47& {H A\, Arudo Debito),

whose kanji he says have the figurative meaning of "a person who has a road and is going out on
it."

Arudou has written a book about the 1999 Otaru hot springs incident. Arudou originally wrote
the book in Japanese; the English version, Japanese Only — The Otaru Hot Springs Case and
Racial Discrimination in Japan, was published in 2004 and revised in 2006. Jeff Kingston,
reviewer for The Japan Times, described the book as an "excellent account of his struggle against
prejudice and racial discrimination.”

Discussant &8211; John Ertl, Cal alum and Kanazawa University professor

Book Talk: Veneration and Imagery of Buddhist "Saints"” in Japan from 1700-Present
Patricia Graham


http://asian.library.ucsf.edu/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ebetsu
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hokkaid%C5%8D
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kanji
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Japan_Times

September 10, 2008
Center for Buddhist Studies, Center for Japanese Studies, Institute of East Asian Studies
Introduced by Gregory Levine, History of Art, UC Berkeley.

This talk explores the reasons for the enduring popularity in the Japanese Buddhist pantheon of
Buddhist "saints" — monks known as Rakan (Luohan in Chinese; and Arhat in Sanskrit) and
laity known as the Buddha's 10 Great Disciples (Shaka Judai deshi). Both groups were devout,
unconventional personages who gained enlightenment after hearing the teachings of the
Buddha in India. Their popularity as personal saviors continues to the present and has inspired
the creation of numerous idiosyncratic images by artists working within and apart from formal
Buddhist organizations. Their widespread appeal is emblematic of their transcendence beyond
Buddhism to universal symbols of individualism and integrity.

Patricia J. Graham, a former professor of Japanese art and culture, and museum curator, is an
independent scholar and Asian art consultant based in Lawrence, Kansas. This talk is drawn
from her new book, Faith and Power in Japanese Buddhist Art, 1600-2005 (University of Hawai'i
Press, 2007).

Artist's Talk by Mayumi Oda

Mayumi Oda, Artist

September 12, 2008

Center for Buddhist Studies, Center for Japanese Studies, Institute of East Asian Studies
Artist Mayumi Oda will give a walk-through of her work currently on display in the solo show
"Goddesses: Prints by Mayumi Oda" at the IEAS Gallery, 2223 Fulton Street (6th Floor).

Mayumi Oda and Lisa Dalby: A Conversation

Mayumi Oda, Artist

Liza Dalby, Writer

September 12, 2008

Center for Japanese Studies, Institute of East Asian Studies
September 12 is the last day of the Mayumi Oda exhibit. Liza Dalby, the author of Geisha, will
engage in a dialogue with Mayumi Oda as a finale of the Godesses exhibit. The two, artist and
author, have taken a different approaches to celebrate women's beauty, power, intelligence and
strength. The conversation will be an opportunity to hear about their backgrounds, how they
were drawn to their field and developed their styles as they explored the relationship with the
society, the environment, and the self. The conversation will be moderated by Beth Cary.

Places at the Table: Asian Women Artists and Gender Dynamics

September 13, 2008

Center for Chinese Studies, Center for Korean Studies, Center for Japanese Studies, Institute of

East Asian Studies, Mills College Art Department, UC Berkeley Art Museum and Pacific Film

Archive, Townsend Center for the Humanities, Korea Foundation
"Places at the Table: Asian Women Artists and Gender Dynamics," explores issues facing Asian
women artists today. Speakers will seek to illuminate factors that foster and inhibit the
creativity of Asian women artists from three perspectives: one, women whose art, implicitly or
explicitly, serves an activist agenda; two, women who work within the framework of a
traditional society and how they adapt to, challenge, or find their inspiration in its structures;
and finally, the dynamics of participating in a global network of modern art as women artists.

Participants include Hung Liu, Honghee Kim, Margo Machida, Cheeyun Kwon, Midori Yoshimoto,
Yong Soon Min, O Zhang, Youngna Kim, Mary-Ann Milford-Lutzker, Mayumi Oda, Linda Inson
Choy, Hyungmin Chung, Sandra Cate, Joan Kee, Patricia Graham, Junghee Lee, Pamela Blotner,



and Charlotte Horlyck.

The symposium, a collaboration between UC Berkeley and Mills College, will include discussions
with artists represented in the UC Berkeley Art Museum and Pacific Film Archive

exhibition "Mahjong"; the Mills College Art Museum exhibition, "The Offering Table: Korean
Women Activist Artists"; and the solo show "Goddesses" in the Institute of East Asian Studies
Gallery.

The afternoon prior to the conference, the Center for Korean Studies will host a special
colloquium on Korean women artists at the Institute of East Asian Studies.

Following the symposium, attendees are welcomed to join a reception at the Mills College Art
Museum

Prehistoric Jomon of Japan and Hunter-Gatherer Lifeways
September 19-20, 2008
Center for Japanese Studies, Institute of East Asian Studies, Japan Society for the Promotion of
Science, Henry Luce Foundation, Archaeology Research Facility
Friday, September 19
Session 1: Jomon Archaeology and Hunter-Gatherer Studies (9:00 am-12:00 pm)
Opening Remarks
Jomon Archaeology in the Context of Hunter Gatherer Studies — Junko Habu, UC Berkeley
Jomon as Sedentary Hunter-Gatherers — Peter Bleed, University Nebraska-Lincoln
Perspectives on North American Hunter-Gatherers — David Hurst Thomas, American Museum
of Natural History
Jomon Stable Food and Environmental Management — Shuzo Koyama, National Museum of
Ethnology, Japan
Q&A

Lunch Break

Session 2: Lifeways of Prehistoric and Early Historic Peoples in East Asia (1:00 pm-3:00 pm)
The Jomon in Early Agriculture Discourse — Gary W. Crawford, University of Toronto

Lifeways of Korun Period People — Tomokazu Onishi, International University of Kagoshima
Reconstructing Prehistoric Social Organization — Chihhur Chiang, UC Berkeley

Q&A

Saturday, September 20
Session 3: Jomon and East Asia: Approaches from Archaeology, Plant Biology and

Bioarchaeology

Early Cultigens in East Asia: An Approach from Plant Genetics — Ikuo Nakamura, Chiba
University

DNA Analyses of Jomon Plant Remains — Ryuji Ishikawa, Hirosaki University

Bone Maintenance and Remodeling: Potential Methods for Reconstructing Lifestyle and Health
in the Jomon — Sabrina Agarwal, UC Berkeley

Population History of the Japanese From the Upper Palaeolithic to the Modern Age — Hisao
Baba, National Museum of Nature nad Science, Tokyo

From Epi-Jomon to Ainu — Tetsuo Kikuchi, Waseda University

Lunch Reception

Co-sponsored by: JSPS/Luce Foundation/IEAS/ARF


http://bampfa.berkeley.edu/exhibition/mahjong
http://mcam.mills.edu/
http://mcam.mills.edu/

Anime Masters and Masterpieces: Grave of the Fireflies ((KE 5 D)

September 27,2008

Center for Japanese Studies, JETRO (Japan External Trade Organization)]
The Anime Masterpieces series premieres with Grave of the Fireflies, a 1988 anime feature film
written and directed by Isao Takahata, which Roger Ebert calls "an emotional experience so
powerful it forces a re-thinking of animation." Animation historian Ernest Rister compares the
film to Steven Spielberg's Schindler's List and says, "it is the most profoundly human animated
film I've ever seen."

Taking place toward the end of World War Il in Japan, Grave of the Fireflies is the poignant tale of
two orphaned children, Seita and his younger sister Setsuko, who try to survive amidst
widespread famine and the callous indifference of their countrymen. Some critics consider it one
of the most powerful anti-war movies ever made.

Panelists:

Susan Napier, author of Anime from Akira to Howl's Moving Castle

Frederik Schodt, author of Manga! Manga! The World of Japanese Comics

[an Condry, author of Hip-Hop Japan: Rap and the Paths of Cultural Globalization
Roland Kelts, author of Japanamerica

Dan O'Neill, UC Berkeley, Moderator

The box office will open at 1pm. The free tickets will be distributed day of show and are on a
first come, first serve basis. Seating begins 20 minutes before the start time.

Haruki Murakami in Conversation

Haruki Murakami, Writer

October 11,2008

Center for Japanese Studies, Cal Performance
Claiming a global readership and internationally recognized as Japan's leading novelist, writer,
and translator, Haruki Murakami is winner of the Yomiuri Prize for his critically acclaimed The
Wind-Up Bird Chronicle. The author's numerous works, which have been translated into 36
languages, lead the reader along the interstices between the mundane and the sublime.
Murakami's reading and lecture in Japanese and English will be followed by a conversation with
Roland Kelts (Tokyo University lecturer and author of Japanamerica) and a question and answer
period with the audience.

Click here for other events featuring Haruki Murakami and his work.

Haruki Murakami: Japanese Literature on the Global Stage
October 12,2008
Center for Japanese Studies, East Asian Languages & Cultures, Townsend Center for the
Humanities
Panel:
"Crazed Translator Gives Japanese Author Excedrin Headache" — Jay Rubin (Harvard Univ.),
translator of Murakami's Norwegian Wood and The Wind-Up Bird Chronicle, author of Murakami
Haruki and the Music of Words

"Lost in Translation? Murakami Haruki and the Japanization of the English Language" —
Rebecca Suter (Univ. of Sydney), author of The Japanization of Modernity: Murakami Haruki
between Japan and the United States


http://ieas.berkeley.edu/cjs/50th_ann_2008.10.10.html

"A Spatial Odyssey or, It's All Greek to Me: East Meets West in Murakami Haruki's Kafka On the
Shore" — Matthew Strecher (Winona State Univ.), author of Dances with Sheep: The Quest for
Identity in the Fiction of Murakami Haruki and Haruki Murakami's Wind-up Bird Chronicle: A
Reader's Guide

"Are There Any More Like You at Home? Cloning Murakami Haruki for the US Market" —
Stephen Snyder (MiddleburyCollege), translator of novels by Natsuo Kirino, Kenzaburo Oe, and
Ryu Murakami

Moderated by H. Mack Horton (UC Berkeley) and Alan Tansman (UC Berkeley)
Free and Open to the Public
MURAKAMI BOOK SIGNING at Book Inc. in San Francisco (601 Van Ness) at 3pm, Oct. 12,2008

Japan's Political Climate

Masaki Taniguchi, University of Tokyo

October 23,2008

Center for Japanese Studies, Consul General of Japan, IEAS Shorenstein Program
In this talk, Prof. Taniguchi will Offer an in-depth explanation of the current situation of
Japanese politics. He will update the audience on the "Divided Diet" in which different parties
are in control of the Upper and Lower Houses; the Fukuda Cabinet resignation after only one
year; and the situation of the Liberal Democratic Party and the Democratic Party of Japan as
they gear up for the upcoming general election.
He will propose some predictions for the elections and examine the future prospects of Japanese
politics.

Masaki Taniguchi is Associate Professor of Japanese Politics at the Graduate Schools for Law and
Politics, the University of Tokyo. He is a member of the National Committee for the Management
of Political Funds, Ministry of Internal Affairs and Communications, and the Study Group on the
Replacement Candidacy, Ministry of Internal Affairs and Communications.

Prof. Taniguchi's recent publication include: Changing Media, Changing Politics(co-edited with
Samuel Popkin and Ikuo Kabashima), Tokyo: University of Tokyo Press, forthcoming; Electoral
Reform in Japan, Tokyo: University of Tokyo Press, 2004; Politics and Democracy (co-edited with
Arihiro Fukuda), Tokyo: University of Tokyo Press, 2002; Representatives and Money: A Report of
National Political Funding Research (co-edited with Takeshi Sasaki, Shin'ichi Yoshida, and Shuji
Yamamoto), Tokyo: Asahi Shimbun, 1999.

The Kawakita Film Series

November 1 - December 17,2008

Center for Japanese Studies, Pacific Film Archive
Saturday, November 1, 2008
6:30: Stray Dog / Nora-inu (Akira Kurosawa, 1949)
9:00: Enjo [a.k.a. Conflagration] (Kon Ichikawa, 1958)

Sunday, Nov. 2
3:00: Rashomon (Akira Kurosawa, 1950)

5:00: A Full-Up Train / Man'in densha (Kon Ichikawa, 1957)

Wednesday, Nov. 5
7:00: Ikiru (Akira Kurosawa, 1952)



Friday, Nov. 7
6:30: Naked Island (a.k.a.The Island) / Hadaka no shima (Kaneto Shindo, 1960)

8:30: Branded to Kill / Koroshi no rakuin (Seijun Suzuki, 1967)

Sunday, Nov. 9
3:00: Into the Picture Scroll: The Tale of Yamanaka Tokiwa / Yamanaka Tokiwa(Sumiko Haneda,

2004)

Friday, Nov. 14
6:30: The Yellow Handkerchief of Happiness / Kofuku no kiiroi hankachi (Yoji Yamada, >1977)

8:35: Vengeance is Mine / Fukushu-suru wa ware ni ari (Shohei Imamura, 1979)

Sunday, Nov. 16
3:00: Akiko &8211; Portrait of a Dancer /Akiko &8211; Aru dansa no shozo (Sumiko Haneda,

1985)

Sunday, Nov. 23
2:00: Ode to Mt. Hayachine / Hayachine no fu (Sumiko Haneda, 1982)

Friday, Nov. 28
8:40: Her Brother / Ototo (Kon Ichikawa, 1960)

Saturday, Nov. 29
5:00: Zigeunerweisen (Seijun Suzuki, 1980)

Sunday, Nov. 30
3:00: Tora-san's Sunrise and Sunset / Otoko wa tsurai yo:Torajiro yuyake-koyake(Yoji Yamada,

1976)

Wednesday, December 3
7:00: The Ceremony / Gishiki (Nagisa Oshima, 1971)

Friday, December 5
9:00: Boy / Shonen (Nagisa Oshima, 1969)

Sunday, Dec. 7
2:00: Black Rain / Kuroi ame (Shohei Imamura, 1989)

4:30: Onibaba (Kaneto Shindo, 1964)

Friday, Dec. 12
6:30: Tokyo Drifter / Tokyo nagaremono (Seijun Suzuki, 1966)

8:20: Violence at Noon / Hakuchu no torima (Nagisa Oshima, 1966)

Sunday, Dec. 14
2:00: A Last Note / Gogo no yuigonjo (Kaneto Shindo, 1995)

4:15: Where Spring Comes Late / Kazoku (Yoji Yamada, 1970)

Wednesday, Dec. 17
7:00: Intentions of Murder / Akai satsui (Shohei Imamura, 1964)



Co-sponsored by: Pacific Film Archives

Tickets: www.bampfa.berkeley.edu / 510-642-5249 / PFA Theater Box Office
Information: 510-642-1412; see BAM/PFA Art + Film Notes available October 22<
http://www.bampfa.berkeley.edu/filmseries/cinema_japan

Sadako Ogata and Japan's International Relations
November 14, 2008
Center for Japanese Studies, Japan Society for the Promotion of Science, Consulate General of
Japan, San Francisco
Keynote Speech: US-Japan: Global Responsibility and Development Assistance — Sadako Ogata,
Former United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees and President, Japanese International
Cooperation Agency; Cal class of '63, Ph.D
Introduced by Steve Vogel (UC Berkeley) and Robert Scalapino (UC Berkeley)

Symposium: Japan's International Relations: Diplomacy and Foreign Aid

Panelists:

T.J. Pempel (UC Berkeley), author of Regime Shift: Comparative Dynamics of the Japanese Political
Economy

Shinichi Kitaoka (Univ. of Tokyo), former permanent representative of Japan to the United
Nations

Takatoshi [to (Univ. of Tokyo), author of The Japanese Economy and The Political Economy of
Japanese Monetary Policy

Moderated by Steve Vogel

U.S.-Japan Baseball Symposium: History and Prospects (PartI)

December 6,2008

Center for Japanese Studies, Yomiuri Shimbun, Department of Ahletics
Film Screening: (9:00 am - 10:30 am) — "The Zen of Bobby V." (ESPN Documentary, 2008,
86min)

Symposium (10:30 am-11:30 am)
Panel Discussion moderated by Jack Sakazaki (President of Japan Sports Marketing. Cal class of
'71)

Featured Speakers:

William Kelly, (Yale Univ.) author of The Hanshin Tigers and Professional Baseball in Modern
Japan (forthcoming)

Warren Cromartie, former Yomiuri Giants player and MVP of Japan's Central League, a former
Major Leaguer with the Montreal Expos and Kansas City Royals, author of Slugging It Out in
Japan

Andrew Gordon, (Harvard Univ.) author of The Unknown Story of Matsuzaka's Major League
Revolution (in Jspanese)

Masanori Murakami, Japan's 1st MLB player and pioneer, former San Francisco Giants pitcher,
currently Director of the All Japan Baseball Foundation.

Light Reception to follow

This event is free and open to the public. Please note that the time of the event has been changed.
(Originally the afternoon program but switched to the morning starting from 9:00 am)


http://www.bampfa.berkeley.edu/filmseries/cinema_japan

U.S.-Japan Baseball: History and Prospects (Part II)

A screening of American Pastime

December 7,2008

Center for Japanese Studies, Yomiuri Shimbun
Screening of American Pastime (Warner Brothers, 2007, 106 min) — a film on baseball in the
WWII Japanese American internment camps — will be followed by a discussion with the
associate producer of the film, Kerry Nakagawa (also author of Through a Diamond: 100 Years of
Japanese American Baseball)

Free and open to the public.



