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GUIDING QUESTIONS

[e]

1. What are some of the Chinese art forms you have known so far? Can you
talk about it briefly?

2. What are some features of Chinese painting? What are the basic
categories?

3. How are the art forms related to Chinese legends? Do you know any
famous Chinese legend or folktale?

4. What is intangible cultural heritage? Do you know there is any in your
culture/community?

INTRODUCTION

[e]

This lesson is mainly about how to introduce the Dunhuang Frescoes in a 2
minutes cultural presentation. The topic of the cultural presentation is asking
AP students to introduce one of the famous Chinese art forms in 2 minutes in
the AP exam.

Dunhuang Frescoes come from Dunhuang, one major stop on the ancient Silk
Road which is best known for Mogao Caves, Yulin Caves and Western
Thousands Buddha Caves. The murals on the caves date from a period of
over a thousand years, from the 5th to the 14th century; many were
repainted at later points within the period. These murals document the
changing styles of Buddhist art in China for nearly a thousand years. The
artistry of the murals reached its apogee during the Tang period, and the
quality of the work dropped after the tenth century.

Activities in this lesson are related to the Dunhuang Frescoes and students
will have a general understanding of the Dunhuang Frescoes after learning
this lesson. Students will learn the Chinese legend Nine-colored Deer and
present a textbook play as well. Critical thinking, compare and contrast will
also be taught in this lesson.

UNIT LEARNING OBJECTIVES
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o
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After learning this Silk Road unit, students will be able to:
1. Locate major Chinese cities, provinces on the map;
2. Name some of the most important dynasties in Chinese history;




3. Talk in basic terms about some of China’s important historical figures;

4. Give a brief introduction of silk road including the years, the route, the
purpose, etc. ;

5. Introduce some famous cities (like Suzhou, Xi’an and Dunhuang) in a 2
minutes cultural presentation;

6. Introduce some Chinese legends/fairytales (like the nine colored deer
story) in a 2 minutes cultural presentation;

7. Introduce one of the famous Chinese art forms (like Dunhuang Frescos) in
a 2 minutes cultural presentation.

LESSON LEARNING OBJECTIVES
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In this lesson, students will :

1. Learn and apply vocabulary and grammar points related to Dunhuang
Frescoes;

2.Describe what Dunhuang Frescoes is including the years, location, number
of caves, content/category, purpose, position in Chinese history, etc;

3. Write the script for a 2 minutes cultural presentation;

4. Present some stories/legends from the Dunhuang Frescoes like the nine-
colored deer story.

MATERIALS AND EQUIPMENTS

Map of china, map of the Silk Road

Postcards

Authentic text about the Nine-colored Deer Story

Stop watch

Small white board and makers

Computer with Internet Access

Document camera

Videos about Dunhuang Frescoes and animation movie of Nine-colored Deer
Story

STANDARDS

Common Core Standards

o

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.9-10.4

Present information, findings, and supporting evidence clearly, concisely, and
logically such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the
organization, development, substance, and style are appropriate to purpose,
audience, and task.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.9-10.6

Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of
formal English when indicated or appropriate.



http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/9-10/4/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/9-10/6/

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.4
Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization,
and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.

Relevant Alignment of the National Standards for Learning Languages
(ACTFL) with the Common Core State for this lesson:

Presentational Communication: (Standard 1.3)

- Present information, concepts, and ideas to an audience of listeners or
readers on a variety of topics.

- Produce a variety of creative oral presentations (e.g. original story, personal
narrative, speech, performance).

- Use information about features of target culture communities (e.g.
geographic, historical, artistic, social and/or political) in presentations.

- Retell or summarize information in narrative form, demonstrating a
consideration of audience.

Cultures: Products and Perspectives (Standard 2.2)
Demonstrate an understanding of the relationship between the products and
perspectives of the cultures studied.

SAMPLE LESSON

How to introduce Dunhuang Frescoes as one of the famous Chinese art forms in a 2
minutes cultural presentation

TIME REQUIREMENT
3 CLASS PERIODS (51 minutes-period)

EQUIPMENT

Stop watch

Small white board and makers

Computer with Internet Access

Document camera

Videos about Dunhuang Frescoes and animation movie of Nine-colored Deer
Story

TEACHER PREPARATION

o
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Prepare all the materials before class;

Familiar myself with the history and background information with the
Dunhuang Frescoes;

Pre-teach Silk Road lesson and important Chinese dynasties lesson including
Qin, Han and Tang dynasties;


http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/9-10/4/
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Pre-teach vocabulary and important grammar points related to the topic of
Dunhuang Frescoes;
Pre-teach the skills on how to do a 2 minutes cultural presentation.

Lesson Procedure
Day 1 (51 minutes)

o

Day 2

1. Show a Tang poem about Dunhuang to students. Lead read aloud. Ask
students to share what they can see from this poem.

2. Distribute one Dunhuang Frescoes postcard to each student. Ask them to
do think-pair-share activity. Each student should answer the following
questions.

Which dynasty was this mural from?

Which category does this mural fall into? Image related to Buddhism, image
of the donors, image of decoration like the ceilings, landscape, story, etc.?

If it is a mural about a story, what kind of story does the mural talk about?
Do you think the style of the murals is original Chinese style or do you think
it reflects some foreign elements as well?

What can you learn from this postcard of the mural?

3. After the pair activity, let student form a four people group. Each person
will introduce his/her previous partner’s postcard to the four people group.
4. Ask students to share their answers and write the new vocabulary in
categories on the whiteboard.

5. Teach new vocabulary. Lead read aloud activity.

6. Ask students to share the postcard again in Chinese using the new
vocabulary.

7. Use the map of silk road and Dunhuang to introduce more background
information about the Dunhuang Frescoes including the geography and
location and numbers of caves.

8. Show a short video about Dunhuang Frescoes.

9. Group work- students will work in a four people group to write a script
draft for the 2 minutes cultural presentation.

(51 minutes)

1. Share the 2016 AP Chinese language and Culture authentic question with
students: Choose one Chinese myth or legend (The Cowherd and the Weaver
Girl, The story of Nian, Butterfly Lovers, Hua Mulan, etc.). In your
presentation, describe this myth or legend and explain its significance.

2. Show students the picture of nine-colored deer story.

3. Think-pair-share activity- students work in pairs and guess what the story
is about upon observing the original mural.

4. Show the animation movie JL & finine-colored deer to let students know
about the original story.



Animation Movie-Nine-colored deer story

5. Students form a four people group to read an authentic text “nine-colored
deer” together. The text is from Chinese elementary school textbooks. The
text will be divided into 4 parts and each student will underline the new
vocabulary and use his/her own words to describe the vocab to the other 3
students in the group.

6. Each student will take turns to narrate and retell one part of the text to the
other group members.

(51 minutes)

1. New Vocabulary list will be distributed to students.

2. Students will stay in the four people group formed yesterday. Each student
will use the new vocabulary list to teach vocabulary in that part to the other
members.

3. The whole class go over new vocabulary together under the teacher’s
guide.

4. Role play time-four students will play the following four roles in the story:
the King, the man Diao Da, nine-colored deer and the Queen &the narrator.
They will use the authentic text they have learned in this lesson in this
textbook drama.

5. Each group will present their textbook drama to the whole class. The
teacher will give feedback to each group.

Assessment

[e]

Students will write a script draft for their Chinese art forms 2 minutes
presentation.

Students will teach each other new vocabulary in this lesson.

Students will do the role play activity and present the nine-colored deer
story to the whole class.

Students will make 2 recordings of the 2 presentations and submit them on
Google Classroom.


https://www.baidu.com/link?url=dZPuKirpGl4jheQNDW0MK8HIcVMFxkR9Ie5ezQqMDVnreUU5XBE29GHUdeMchKXY0qFsKVR8Z6MEqY6awqNBBa&wd=&eqid=b94309cc000a05cd0000000357863323
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